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TO THE 


CHARTER or WISBECH. 


* 


HE GUIL D* of 125 Hoty Tra) in 

Wiszxch, was a religious e poſſes- 
{ed of Eſtates for pious and charitable purpoſes; un- 
der the Superintendance of an Alderman, Clerk, Bai- 
liff, Dean, and two Chamberlains : the ſubalgegg 
ee were Steward in the Hall, Server at the 
| Kitchen-Board, two Sur Porn and two Diſtributors | 


1 . 


| ® Mr. "oaks Bellamy bas i in his Poſſcſon 2 3 ned 23d, May 29 3 8. to 
which is appendant the Seal of Trinity Guild. ihe Seal, which is two Inches and three 
cights in Diameter, is nearly intire; and is impreiſed with three human Figures, pical 
ofthe Trinity, or incomprehenfible. union of the three Perſons in the Godhead : the lower 
Extremities of the Figures are charged with à caftellated Edifice, and the Seal is circumſcri- 
ber! « SIGILLUM COMMUNITATUM GILDE—TRINITATIS DE WYSBECHE.” 
ine only part wheracthe Scal is mutilated Was, N apprehend the. adjeRive ** SANCT&h” 


1 24 


af” Alms, under the Name of © Servers of poor 
-Pepple " * | 1 


=: The firſt Inſtitution of this Fraternity is fixed, 
Z * with Preciſion, to the Year 1379; the 2d. year of the 
i äö-ässE Reign of King Richard II. + 


King Edward VI. having compleated, on the ſo- 
lid Foundations of Piety and good Senſe, that Re- 
formation in Religion, which originated in the vio- 
| lence, Avarice, and Caprice of his Father King Hen- 
ry the VIII. and the Monaſteries, and other Religious 
and eccleſiaſtical Houſes, being, by the Acts paſſed 
for their Diſſolution, veſted in the Crown; the Guild 
zof the Holy Trinity ſhared in the general Wreck of 
all that had once been conſidered pious, or venerable. 


But the Inhabitants of WisßgECH availed them- 

ſelves of the Statute paſſed by Edward, on his acceſſi- 
on to the Throne; which provided, that, where any 
Fraternity, by the firſt Inſtitution thereof, ought 
to have kept a Grammar School, the King's Com- 
miſſioners ſhould appoint Lands of ſuch Fraternity, 
to continue in ſucceſſion to a School-Maſter for ever. 


Alſo that, where any Profit or Benefit had been 
| payable to any poor Perſons, the Commiſſioners ſhould 


 miſſioners of Henry VIII. to inquire into the Revenues, nn Neg yiao 2 ©, 
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aſſign Laods for coptinnance of the: 3 fron "Andi: 
— that they ſhould have a power toappoint Lands 
for the ee te, Piers, Jetties, Walls, or Banks 
againſt the rage of the Sea, Havens, or Oreeks. ters] 


That the Guild: now under confideration 1 2 i 
a G School, is a very g reaſonable and ſafe Con- 
cluſion: it being wel known, that all the religious . 9 
Houſes, anterior to the Reformation, were Schools a. | = 
Learning, and Education: each of them having one - 
Perſon, or more, appointed for that purpoſe; and all 
the Neighbours that deſired it, might have their Chil- | 2 3 : 
dren taught Grammar, and Church Muſic: And, as . 1 
moſt, if not all, ſuch religious Houſes were obliged 3 1 
daily to relieve many poor People, the Fraternity of ä 
Trinity Guild were under a ſimilar obligation; and had "oY 
even . officers for that purpoſe. And, when, to 
what has been already advanced, is added, that the 
Charter of Charles II. expreſly enjoins the. Carrral 
BuRGEsSEs to repair ſuch Sea-ſhores and Banks, 62s 
the Guild had been accuſtomed to do; it is moſt ap- 
parent that all the proviſions of Edward's:Statute were 
applicable to the Conſtitution of the Guild; and that 
the Inhabitants availed themſelves of them accordingly. 


But, if any part of this Reaſoning, were llacious,| 


1 


it 


Wade ef M d mer, eren. — ne. | 5 
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[ 6.9 ] 


HeShedule of che Poſſeſſions of the Guild, at the tine 
of it's Diſſolution, yet remaining among the Ton Re. 
cords:confirms What: has been contended for, by des 


elaring, that there had annually been paid to a School. 
Maſter a Stipend of £ 10. 6s. 8d. and. 3. 159. dis- 


tributed amongſt᷑ t the PGor.— the laſt has continued i in- 
variably to this Day - and the Town-Bailff being the 
Diſtributor, the biete of the Charity have rejected 


the Name of the King's Dole, by which it was diſtin- 


guiſhed' from having been enjoined. by t the Aer, | 


nl} ſtile it the Town-Bailj 8 Money. 1 2 


Thus, by 4 Charter under the Great Seal of England, 


obtained at the ſolicitation of GoopR RIC Biſhop of 
Ely, who accommodated the Inhabitants with / 30. 
towards defraying the Fees and other Expences; 
EDWARD; on the 1 of June 1549, Ut confideration of 


260. vos. Tod, paid inte the augmentation Office, 


elevated the Town into a Coxronamron by the stile 


of Tur INHABITANTS OT WISBECH; who were 
thereby inveſted with all thie Eſtates lately belonging 


to Trinity Guild; laying in 8 Parifies, occupied by 39 


Temihts and of tie arinua} a Rent of £ 28. 25, 3 4%. 
The Eſtimate giren into the Crown doubtleſs fell far 


ſhort of the reab vabne of the Eftates, it being certain 


that the Inhabitants were highly favoured; Nor was this 
ee en 02” 8 pp e 5 „„FF·öÜͤ;H an ananlabal 
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* 
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| WY: 7 I „ „ .- 
filtgular, the Reveiiues of all the religious Fratertiities' Fn 
that were ſipprefſed® having been calculated ver | 


low';—ſonie even ten Times elt than their Tar. 


: i \Tridiry: Werle 15496 the News 
; | ba of the Guild affembled for the . TO when 
; they elected the tollowing Officers eee ee 
: . e Pivewrin,! Alderm⸗ n. e NEE ASIUL 
: ENRY” HNSON, © 5 n ! 
I We e, | 35 bamberlains, | 5 
2 - JosrvH: Bax TER, Steward in the Hall 1 
f _ GrorGEs MooaE, Server at the Kitchen-Board. 
4 Jounn WIS ,o5 mr ear 
: RIchARD SPENCE, , JGup-Bearens.. 
: WILLIAM Ne 1 Fo - 
: Jonn - AvsTIN, moners, , LE 
It is worthy: of) Rieraarks hens 8 ihe Choice 
of Officers the Dean is omitted thougl it is ve 
natural to ſuppoſe that he eonld not be diſpenſed with; 
and this would be undoubtedly true; if the Dean of 
Trinity Guild had beem an ccbleſiaſtical Off c but 
that it might be, and N oe: n by a Layman, 
ie, ne Ref: 


d % 11 


is clear from a. Tail having Ss elected to it 
two ſucceſſive Years : We are therefore of Courſe led 
to 5 what was the Duty incumbent on this 
Officer? but of this difficulty I have not any 
Solution at Hand more ſatisfactory, than ſuppoſing 
(what is not improbable) that the Dean, as now at 
Inverneſs in Scorraxp, fu —_———— the Markets, 0 
and regulated the prices of Proviſions‚ 


dem the defect of Records, I have not been able | 
to diſcover an Election, under the Charter, of the 725 
Men as they were called Gratia Eminentiœ, earlier 
than the fir day of November 1 564, and this being 
dhe firſt handed down to us, 1 ſhall Sire, ne Na ams 


Romany: "Gans Bly. 
RoBerRT ScorR Ep, 
RozxxT Bxsv, rf 
Epwaxp Wrixs, 
 EpwarD SrToRYE, 
, TrHomas BurchER, a 
- WILLIAM Dar, \ 
Nicholas MiTcasLL, | 
 _ ALEXANDER CoxoN, 
_- Henry MARKEMAN. | 
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On the next day, the Decemviri ddeged RIc HARD 


Buer, who was not of their Body, to be T O W N- 
B AI LI F F; an unequivocal proof that the 
Office was not 1 Held in 1 een it is at 


- this Time. 


N erung the directions in Kh Char- 


ter, it is not to be inferred with infallible certainty, 
that Elections were annual; the next that occurs, 
and is recorded formally, being on the firſt day of 


November 1586, and, from the Title which in- 


troduces the Election in 1596, may be concluded 
for what falutary purpoſes the Tex Men, ſuppo- 
fed thergitlves to de TEENS from the Sint of 


"Inhabitants, r | 
0 Wiſbech 1 40 primo . N N As 


01 « Inſul: Elien: in Domini 1896 Ao Regni 
; 6 Contr: Cantabr: ] Dnẽ nre Elizabeth: Dei 


„ Gratia Angliæ Franc: et Hiberniz 
Fes Regine Fidei Defenſoris 38.” 


„e The Altebiye ak. Meng \ che Peron Day . 


ce t many Kepers of Familis within the Towne 


of Wiſebech wo of the Inhabitaunts of the Towne 
's of Wiſebeche beyng one Body and Communitie 


. 


2 incorporated by the Name of the Inkbbi@unts 
the Ile of Ely in the Countie of Cambrydge by 
„ Vertue of the Letters Patent graunted to the 


e as dyd Aſſemble themſelves in the Common Hall 


0 alfembled in the foreſayd firſt i day of November 
ee the better more quyet more honeſt good and 


more diſcrete that have Judgment to diſcerne and 
© yalew- Thyngs of the Inhabitaunts cheryſhyng and 


ins «due 
4 = er iin ſor the Inhabitaunts aforeſayd 
e yng to the Body Corporate aforeſayd and to have 
46; nements and Hereditaments aforeſayd and of all 


g and 
4; Thyngs belongyng to the ſayd Body Corporate 


1 
* incorporate of the Town of Wiſebeche within 


« {aid Inhabitaunts by the late Kyng of famous 
«©. memory Edward the ſyxt Kyng of England &c. 


© of the ſayd Towne called the Towne Hall by 
© the greater Number of which Perſons there — 


% were of new Elected 81 choſen tenne Men of 


« nouryſhyng an Howſhold and Familie in the ſaid 
6 Towne of Wiſbeche for and to the Intent and 
« 8 wh that the ſame tenne Men ſo chofen and 

elected ſhould have full Power and Autho- 
e 7 he one Yeare next after fuch Election to 


ce the Lands Tenements and Hereditaments belong- 
<. the Care and Adminiſtration” of the Lands Te- 
ſyngular the Goods Baſynefies and other 


-* accordyng to the Barc of 72 8 Letters 


„% ² m ß OIL... 24. | 


WH 


Totes ls Poles «?d́è 


ts 13 


4% Patents t6- che art kehnbitaunte | aforcayd 
00 carp erik F 


303-6435. * F313 170-30 122 r 
Ig is 1 eee in, Weſtminſter Hall, that 


the Statute of Milli, which paſſed 29 Car : II. 
though it has cpſt £ 100,000; to expound it, is not 


yet underſtood: But the Inhabitants of Wievrcn, 
in the 16th. Century, ſeem to have poſſeſſed an a- 
Rogiſhing? ſhate of Sdgacity ;- as it required only five 
and thirty Years to:difeover the Intent for which © 
became a Body Corporate: for, ſo far ds the R | 
Warrant. my Aſſertion, the Ten Men, before the Yer 
158 3, dick litffe; elfe than meet dries a Month at the 
Foil Fall; and taricdiarely our of mutual 15 
ani Amit) atlfodtn td 4 "Favern, whete they 
ned at a Groat 4 4 Head (which was eq eq ual at leaft to 
wh <7 54. 8 4 our preſent 1 as che Treafures of 5 
the N _ orld' Fes? but begin ws to get into-Cir- 
culation) * nd decided erty © troverfies ariongft 
tlie In bah tre ö But afterwar a hey Proceeded far- 
ther than they were Warranted by the Charter: 
they took Cognizance of the Ae of tlie e 
Wardens; and. Surveyors.of Highways; Alſo oß the 
10 nitablesy. not only of, Wrszzcw,ST., ;PeTER's, but 
of Wende Matis, and Bet and directed 


ie 1b A ie W ce Statutes, 


1 12 1 


che e &f the Monies Abey te collected they 
even arrogated to themſelves a Right to impoſe an 
Acre-Shot on the Lands on the South fide of Wrszzcn 
Sr. PerTex's; and, during the Plague, which ra- 
ged here in the Vears 1587 and 1588; they ſum- 
moned Delinquents belive them, * e gn 
_ Libitum. EL 


| | 40 the "0G we are 4 to 8 2 Mo- 
tive for ren ewing the Charter, N ae ahbe | 
Vikare of the Ten Men. c X 


4 


| Having purchaſed 1 2 5 one . in , 450 
the Inhabitants were required to do Service for the 
ſame to the King; 5 which ( (relying on. cheir Charter ) 
they refuſed, and obtained from Court- of Exche- 
quer a Decree in their Favour: but this occaſioned 
10 great an Alarm, that Mr. Marrhias Tavior 
{who appears on every Occaſion to have been a 
Man of the firſt Imp ortance in Wicca). Was in- 
truſted with the hate, that he night << « form © An 
4 Opinion of i eee We] 


a — 
„ 4. 4%. 2% h un e + * 
: 11 Y "gs, 2 or . 8 1 . T3 3 
i S — 3 3 oe 3 


Of this pa we Wen remain th Ignorance, 
26h may do ſo without Regret, as Mr. TxyLos, not 


wy a Lawyer, Bis 8 to judge of the 98 
 * Records of 4h January unt. 


13 iz ] 


0 peration of the Charter ſeems rather bland. 

but the Alarm ſubſided, and we hear no more of the 
Charter, till the 2d. of November 1610, when it 
was reſolved, that it ſhould be © delivered to WII 
EK LIAN Wrylkks, MarrHIAS TavLOR and TRHOMASC 
% Crosst, to be carried up to London, and to 
© be renewed to the beſt Profit of the Inhabitants, 


KR 


& as their learned Councel in Law ſhould deviſe 


%e_. ON * 


or adviſe, for the better Benefit of their more pea- 


« ceable, and quyet Election; and to add unto the 
tc ſame, if it ſhould be SHR 1 full Power and 
Authority for the purchaſing of Lands and Tepe- 


« ments, to the  Valew of three, four, or five 


&« Pounds per Annum; and the Election to be made 


* 


by Freeholders over and above 40 ng 15 
8 * the Veare. N 


What Difficulties the W ha to encoun- 


ter there was then no Town-B ailiff anxious to re- 
cord; but it would not be credited, if the Informa- 


tion were derived from a fallible Source; that the 
Expence of obtaining a Renewal of the Charter a- 


movited. to > the enormous Sum of £ 193. 9 34. 


75.36}. [55:0 e 5 Fitradey 1610—11. | 


t s }. 
equal nearly to £ 600. Money of the preſent Time. 5 


The Inhabitants gained an Increaſe f B | 
as well as Power by the Charter of James 1. 10 0. 
the great Seal of England, dated 28, January 1610 
1 hereby they were conſtituted a Body corporate 
by the Name ang Stile of Tus BURG ES E 8 
or T T Q-W N or WIS B E C H; 
to continue 15 perpetuum, with Power to enjoy 
Eſtates in Fee, or in any other Manner, and wi 
Confirmation of all their Eſtates and TORY: gran- 
ted by Edward Yi 


3 


| "By * ſame ber, the 1 Ander | 

of che Zen Men was reſcued from the Houſe- 
Keepers at large, and confined to the moſt reſp pec- 
table of i being aſcertained by each of — 
having a Frechold, within the Town, of forty 
Shillings per Annum,; which, being equal to fix 
Pounds at this Ms! excluded ole. &f ain 
rior Claſs,” | 


” 


U 
ders neglected in any Vear to meet on the 2d, day 


1 


of November to kus Ten M en « Je # elioribhs, 7 
Who were dignified | with the Title „ Sp ny 


A BURGESSES; 


then the Capital Burgeſſes of the preceding Year 
ſhould aſſemble ben: next Day, and proceed to 
Election: But though, according to the Ideas of 
this Age, fuch a Precaution ſeems to have been 
— yet the Incident did acually's occur in 
1666. 


on the 14th. Blk . 8 8 Men 
nominated by the Charter aſſembled, for the firſt 
Time, and Amed hs Title of C API T A L 
B UR GES 8 E 8, but it is obſervable that, 
though their Proceedings were ever afterwards recor- 
ded with ſcrupulous Punctuality, yet they did not 
begin to rr bee ee their ry: Jy 
the Arth. 1 1666. | 


6 The Seal Ser ppendant.. to. — new e — 5 
ſcarcely cold, 25 the Capital Burgęſſes did an Act 
of all others the moſt imprudent, though not rep 
nant to the Tex enor 25 Br. ee fs 8 0 a 
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Meſſuage in  WisBecn, - and fix Acres of Land in 
Harvey-Field ;—the Meſſuage, ſtanding in the new- 
Market, occupied by Ricyarp PRARSON, and purcha- 

ſed by Nichols Sax ron, are Circumſtances which 

. ou to that now occupied by Mr. N ICHOLSON« , 


But the Capital Burgeſſes will almoſt ſtand excuſed 
at this Moment, when it is underſtood, as it manifeſt- 
ly appears from the Records, that the Money which on 

every Occaſion came to their Hands was very con- 
{cientiouſly diſpoſed of; and the Surplus, after all 
Exigencies were ſup plied, was lent to the Inhabi- 
tants: and it 'aſtoniſhes us that, in December 1610, 
there were depoſited in the Town-Cheſt' fifty-eight 
Bonds ( promiſfory Notes, ſuch as we ſee them at 
this Day, being then unknown) and, on 13th. No- 
vember 1609, ſeventy-one Bonds, 8 ſo many of 
the Inhabitants who had borrowed Money of the 

Capital Burgeſſes; though, from the Sums, we are 

A led to ſuppoſe the Debtors to have been of the low- 
E ' <ft Claſs, the largeſt Sum being ( 11. 13s 4d. and 
* „ e thence to «co in a e - . down 


E - | 8 
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3 i 15 1 „ IfT65t 
3 wy, After che k of the 2 by James I. the 
. Cuil Burgeſſes became Objects of Veneration, and 


Um] 


nr 3 ls 3 intruſted with the 
Caro of nearly; alll the Donations: made for the Benefit 
of the Pbor; and that they were of no ſmall Importance 
ini their o.] Zn Eyes, is chitleat: from the Monument 
aroctec to the Memory of the abowe MamTH1as 
Tavlox; where it is recorded: that he . was cho- 
ſen ond of the Capital: Burgeſſes of this: Towne, and 

4 of that Number, without any Diſloeation, con- 
<4 tinued te his dying Day, And this precedes 
the notifying; that he was Conſtable of the Cas- 
cc tle, and Juſtice of Pam and Cuorum. 


Nhe Loom. Baß as the executive — has 
ww this Day, as in the p6th. Century, the intire 
ent of the: Eftates and Affairs of the Cors 
| poration ; but it is not very clear how far his Pow: 
er extended in the laſt Century: ſor, thought lie 
ſeems to have been always intruſted with the Tow-n- 
Purſe ;; yet there is g A diſfinct Order for 
chat Purpoſe: of the Capital Burgeſſes, i 
HJollowing that whioh. contlinited bin Town-Bail fe . 
2 1 "+. 1 | . 2A 
What Abuſes lab exepitrimiter ab Adiniftationief 7 5 
the Affairs of the Town that required 6 


-# Records in Mr Cuxary's Poſlſſon. | 
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ee elſe ſuggeſted the Idea that it was s neceſſary to 


have the Charter confirmed by Charles II. cannot 
with Certainty be known; but a Propoſal to that 


End met with the univerſal Approbation of the In- 
habitants (though they revolted at the Attempt made 
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I nheritance, or * Freehold within hi Town, or within 
the Cireuit, or precincts of the lame ; of the clear 


yearly Value of 40s. and being Houſckeepers, on 2d. 
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